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 La Silla Problems Report: On Going 
LPRS 

TEL/INS/ 

GEN 
Description Action 

010244 2.2m WFI Focus lost ASE will have a look while in La Silla 
010250 2.2m FEROS ScanLiks went down when 

ADC was applied 
As the one before 

010252 2.2m RRM does not abort the observation No news 
010264 2.2m W2p2tcs lost scanning from LCU 

(lte2p2) 
To be closed after GVA comment 

010108 3.6m Calculated value of the axial pad A8 
force is incorrect 

A more precise load indicator has been ordered to continue the 
work 

010177 3.6m HARPS lhaicsl stuck twice, wharps 
frozen twice 

Now with the presence in La Silla of GLO and ASE the problem can 
be analyzed 

010263 3.6m Dome positioning with erratic behaviour It was found that the encoder gear had lost contact with the gear 
rack. Problem was solved. To be closed. 

010258 NTT EFOSC2 Veritas problem at NTT Problem solved, but under monitoring for another week and then to 
be closed 

 
 La Silla Problems Report: Last Week NTT 
LPRS 

TEL/INS/ 

GEN 
Description Action 

010262 3.6m TCS presented problem at the beginning of the night. Related to LPRS-010263. CLOSED 
    

 
 
 La Silla Technical Action Points 
Telescope 
/General/ 
Safety 

Create 
Date Problem Short Description Action Status Responsible Deadline 

NTT 4/14/09 
Reflections from filters due to 
different angle from the wheel used at 3.6m 

The old wheel will be changed to Paranal for modifications 
Assigned. 
Pending 

Mechanics 
(Paranal) 

8/30/09 

NTT 20/02/10 
Heater power parameter is not displayed on 
SOFI-ICSmodule.  

To ask JUR on the advances in the subject 
Assigned. 
Pending 

Software 
(Paranal) 

6/15/10 

NTT 26/05/10 
New SOFI temperatures to AUTREP AGO sent the keywords to JUR. To ask for the progress. 

Assigned. Software 
(Paranal) 

To be 
defined 

General 8/18/09 
Remote control of several support functions 
(like hydraulic plants, HARPS LED, etc.) is 
not provided. 

3.6m Circuitry ready. Cabling to be prepared. It was 
asked to have from software an absolute position 
indication of the pins location in order to fix pins by this 
means. 

JVI is in holidays at the time 

Assigned. 
Pending 

TMES 31/07/10 

General 9/13/09 
The freeze of VLT and/or MIDAS 
software with their libraries in La 
Silla and the corresponding hardware 
potential failure. 

In August to be tested in the NTT 
Assigned. 
Pending 

Software/IT 
(Paranal) 

31/08/10 

General 27/1/10 
Video conference and projector must be 
installed in NOB meeting room 

Equipment arrived in La Silla and has to be installed. 
Waiting for IT to do it or delegate in somebody. 

Assigned. 
Pending IT (Santiago) 30/06/10 

 
 La Silla Change Requests NTT 
CRE Number Telescope/ 

General Description Status 

 2.2m 
FEROS Calibration Unit 
Modification The unit is being assembled in Paranal and in August test time period will be 

installed. 

 General Sequential servers shutdown in 
case of emergency 

Reviewers have been defined. Waiting for the comments 

 
 

 La Silla Projects  
Telescope/ Instrument 

DESCRIPTION Action 



3.6m HARPS Sec.Guiding 
GLO arrived in La Silla and is preparing the tests for the tonight. ASE is also in the site for 
supporting the project in the software area.  

La Silla Dust Measurements The equipment was purchased. Waiting for its arrival to start the campaign.  

 
 La Silla Miscellaneous 

Item DESCRIPTION 

La Silla Ice Age All lines have been repaired and the site is back to normality in the water supply. 
It is important to study a solution to prevent the most critical situation that is when the water tanks are empty due to a 
leak that could happened during night time. The possibility to add a solenoid valve connected to the low level tank could 
be a solution. An alternative also to study is the installation of a valve controlling the water flow. This will stop an 
unexpected increase in the normal expected water flow. 

Power Cut Today we had a power cut in the external provider sector. This power cut affected a good part of the country and the 
generator started to work as planned, but one cell did not connect automatically as expected. This was done manually. 
The event shows a potential problem since we have removed the keys to enter telescopes, since we have installed the 
card reader entrance locks and makes impossible to enter the telescope when power is down. We are going to have a 
set of these keys in the special provided box at the NOB control room.  

NOB Control Room During the afternoons the sun is strongly shining in the control room requiring closing the blackout curtains and 
switching the electric light. This is clearly inefficient, so it is recommended to install louvers curtains that can be used in 
these instances. 

NOB Control Room To find low consumption lamps to install in the control room. 

Schmidt telescope Schmidt dome supporting wheels should be delivered on July 28th. After reception installation will follow. 

TRAPPIST Today after discussion with Michael Gillon it was agreed that La Silla will repair the dome’s drive and support. The 
modification to that actual situation will be done in house and it shall be finished according to the existing resources in 
the mountain. The work will be charged on hourly basis according to the standard rate. 

Paul Le Saux Farewell It was agreed to give Paul a farewell lunch in La Serena restaurant Parrilladas Martin Fierro on August 18th. Invitations 
have been sent to the closest colleagues in La Silla and Paranal. The logistics organization wil be in JDU hands, while 
the farewell organization is on GIH hands. 

\ 
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NTT EFOSC NTT 
Date Name(s) Action LPRS / WO / MAX 

    
    
    
 
NTT SOFI NTT 
Date Name(s) Action LPRS / WO / MAX 

    
    
 
NTT Telescope/Adapters/Dome/Hydraulics NTT 
Date Name(s) Action LPRS / WO / MAX 

 AMA The monitoring of Azimuth amplifier No.:4 continued. Special control is done to its 
temperature. So far no special event has been seen. It is important to mention that 
safety means are triggered when temperature reaches 70°C. Still on hold. 

 

    
    
    
    
 
ASM                                      Dimm                                                                                                        ASM                
Date Name(s) Action LPRS / WO / MAX 

    

 
 
 

3.6M HARPS 3.6M 
Date Name(s) Action LPRS / WO / MAX 

25.10 PSI Once again the ADCS function got stuck. After a few tries it worked again. This 
required the reboot of the LCU lhaics1 which in turn re-enables the functions that 
control the CFA tempeature sensors. Since these sensors are not used anymore, 
the functions have to stay in simulation, but the LCU reboot re-enables them 
causing some loss of time figuring out the reason for the error condition generated 

 



when trying to put HARPS ICS on line again. It would be great if SOF could modify 
the default state for the CFA sensors to start in simulation to prevent this problem. 

    
    
 
3.6M Telescope/Adapter/Dome/Hydraulics 3.6M 
Date Name(s) Action LPRS / WO / MAX 

23.10 PSI Erratic behaviour of dome. After inspection it was found that the encoder was 
getting separated from the dome surface rack, stopping for a while and thus 
loosing track of dome position. This was probably caused by the low temperatures 
and dirt accumulated in the hinge of the arm that keeps the encoder pressed over 
the dome by spring. After increasing the spring tension, the problem was fixed and 
the Dome zero recalibrated. A proper mechanical maintenance was also 
performed the next day by EVE. 

L10263 

    
    
    

    
 

2.2M WFI 2.2M 
Date Name(s) Action LPRS / WO / MAX 

    

    

 
2.2M FEROS 2.2M 
Date Name(s) Action LPRS / WO / MAX 

    
    

2.2M GROND 2.2M 
Date Name(s) Action LPRS / WO / MAX 

    

 
2.2M Telescope/Adapter/Dome/Hydraulics 2.2M 
Date Name(s) Action LPRS / WO / MAX 

    
    
    
 
1.54M Danish 1.54M 
Date Name(s) Action LPRS / WO / MAX 

    

 
 
REM LN2 System/Telescope/Instrument REM 
Date Name(s) Action LPRS / WO / MAX 

25.10 LWE REM TCS was in fault state due to azimuth entanglement with power cable of hot 
air gun. After removing the cable the TCS initialized correctly. 

 

26.10 PSI REM Team coming this week for maintenance mission request to stop the refilling 
of LN2 and let the camera warm up when the LN2 is exhausted. 

 

    
    
 
Schmidt QUEST Cam/Telescope/Dome/Hydraulics Schmidt 
Date Name(s) Action LPRS / WO / MAX 

21-26.10 PSI Helped D. Rabinowicz to trouble shoot the problem of the QUEST camera cooling. 
After visually checking the cold finger connection and replenishing the He circuit to 
nominal values, the conclusion was that the cryocooler head was the source of the 
problem. We replaced it with a working spare and the cooling seems Ok now. This 
spare is not for a long time use (borrowed from manufacturer) so it will have to be 
replaced again in 6 months once the original head is repaired. 

Total of 8 hours 

 



Other Tel National Telescopes Instrument/Dome/Hydraulics Other Tel 
Date Name(s) Action LPRS / WO / MAX 

    

 
General NTCCD General 
Date Name(s) Action LPRS / WO / MAX 

    
 
Site General Maintenance and Infrastructure Site 
Date Name(s) Action LPRS / WO / MAX 

    
    
    
    

 
Site Logistics / Safety / Security Site 
Date Name(s) Action LPRS / WO / MAX 

    

 
 
Misc. Miscellaneous Misc. 
Date Name(s) Action LPRS / WO / MAX 

19 to 23.07 LWE Water leaks found In the site after the low temperature week: 

- Water supply line to tanks 
- Dormitory No.:2 (Room 210 ceiling) 
- TRAPPIST telescope ( 2 leaks) 
- Car workshop (2 leaks) 
- Dormitory N.:8 
- Cryogenic plant (Fire extinguishing line) 
- Club house (1 leak in a ¾” line) 
- “Casa Blanca” (1 leak in a ½” line) 
- Dutch telescope (1 leak in a ½” line in outside duct) 
- 3.6m telescope (leak in Carrier units) 
- 3.6m telescope (leak in water filter ¾” line) 
- RITZ (leak in regulating valve) 
- Warehouse (leak in fire extinguishing line) 
- Telescope 3.6m to SEST (Fire extinguishing 2” line) 
- Km. 19 ( Valve in supply line to tanks) 

 

 AMA/JVI To discuss with J.Valenzuela the preparation of more of the 3.6m dome support 
bogies control cards 
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List of Acronyms 

AGO: Andrés González TMES 
AMA: Agustin Macchino   TMES 
API: Aldo Pizarro  SUPP 
ASA: Ariel Sánchez DNOS 
BAH: Bernardo Ahumada TMES 
CSP: Christian Spille SAFETY 
EMA: Eduardo Matamoros DNOS 
EVE: Enrique Vera TMES 
FCA: Francisco Cáceres DNOS 
 

FLA: Francisco Labraña DNOS 
FOL: Francisco Olivares MEC 
FRO: Francisco Rodríguez MEC 
FVA: Francisco Valdivia TMES 
GIH: Gerardo Ihle 
GES: Gerardo Smith TMES 
JDU: Javier Duk SLAS 
JFI: José Figueroa MEC 
JFL: Juan Fluxá TMES 
 

JPI: Juan Carlos Pineda MEC 
JUR: Josefina Urrutia SOF 
JVA: Javier Valenzuela   SUPP 
JVI: Jorge Vilaza   TMES 
LGA: Leonardo Gallegos DNOS 
LWE: Luis Wendegass TMES 
MCA: Mónica Castillo DNOS 
PIA: Andrés Pizarro SAFETY 
MPI: Manuel Pizarro DNOS 
 

PAR: Pablo Arias DNOS 
PLS: Paul Le Saux DNOS 
PSI: Peter Sinclaire  TMES 
VAO: Oscar Varas TMES 

 


